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Mr. Chairman, 
 
I congratulate you and members of the Bureau on your elections and 
assure you of Eritrea’s full support. 
  
My appreciation goes to Mr. William Lacy Swing, Director-General of the 
IOM, and his able team, for effectively steering the work of the Organization 
in an ever-changing international migration landscape.  
  
Let me also welcome the new members.   
  
Eritrea aligns itself with the statement made by Ghana on  behalf of the 
African Group. 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
In recent years, the world has seen large scale human mobility, including 
irregular migration. Yet, international response to this complex phenomenon 
continues to be fragmented and lacks collective vision.  
 
Eritrea believes that the process that commenced at the New York Summit “On 
Large Movements of Migrants and Refugees” could meaningfully contribute in 
creating a system of global governance on human mobility. While the sense of 
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urgency is clear; concrete, time bound and measurable targets are needed in 
order to ensure that the New York Declaration will not face the same fate as 
previous such initiatives. It requires a transparent and inclusive 
intergovernmental process. In this regard, the contribution of the IOM, with its 
expertise in all aspects of migration and global presence, cannot be overstated. 
  
Mr. Chairman, 
 
Migration is not a  crisis that requires remedy but a natural human phenomenon 
that must be embraced and managed to  the benefit of all nations, while 
protecting the human rights of migrants. Eritrea believes a Global Compact on 
migration must aim at reducing the need for deadly migration routes and protect 
the rights and dignity of migrants, including through: 
 

1. Facilitating safe, orderly, affordable, and dignified avenues to reduce the 
plight that many irregular migrants face in the hands of smugglers and 
traffickers.  

2. Addressing migration within an integral and holistic perspective, especially 
its links to peace and development. There is a need for a robust 
international partnership and solidarity to deal with the root causes of 
irregular migration including conflicts, poverty and lack of development, 
violations of fundamental freedoms, demographic change and 
environmental degradation.. 

3. Protecting the right of migrants while in transit and in countries of 
destination. Respecting the rights and fundamental freedoms of migrants 
regardless of their status, including their right to maintain, link and 
contribute to the development of their home country. In this regard, the 
Compact must address challenges related with transfer of remittances 
faced by migrants.  

4. Intensifying our efforts to eradicate human trafficking and smuggling. 
5. Promoting a positive narrative about migrants and combating anti-migrant 

sentiments and policies, xenophobia and discrimination. In this regard, 
Eritrea supports initiatives, including IOM’s “I am a migrant” campaign, 
aimed at combating xenophobia and discrimination against migration.    

6. Supporting and complementing regional initiatives that seek to address 
migration and human trafficking.  

 
Mr. Chairman, 
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Eritrea has taken primary responsibility to address the challenge of irregular 
migration through building a solid basis for a just and prosperous nation. The 
contribution and involvement of the Eritrean diaspora in all aspects national 
development is exemplary.  
 
Eritrea actively participated  in and contributed to the process that led to the 
New York Declaration because it believes the critical importance of the issue for 
all nations. As we embark on a process to elaborate  a Global Compact for safe, 
orderly and regular migration, Eritrea reiterates its determination to closely work 
and share its its experience with all countries and organizations to address the 
challenges related to migration and to eradicate human trafficking in all its 
forms.  
 
I thank you Mr. Chairman 




