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Distinguished delegates,
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We would like to extend our conbratulduons to y?él H_I.\f'!r l;L l‘ullr{n:qg“tpq o l](‘l(‘:}.\fi.i:-'!.:l(_ “hairran on
your glection: and to the Director Genctal for \h{ﬁ excellent activity report and his work at the
helm of [OM, bt
2nd Observess
My Delegation welcomes the newly admitted Members)~ We are confident-that-Batamas, Estonta,

Brazil and Turkey will bring along their -rich—experiences—on—policy-options -and-practical
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10M’s *_messful-pmgpammes-&nd growing membership gtx{.)q a reflection of the dynamism of the

Organization. IOM has become a major global organization in the field of international
migration. It has been growing fast and has expanded to new areas of interest to many uoun|t1r\|de$u( oy _'\)
including mine where efforts continue to consolidate the peace and enable people 10 lclurnflt has
provided valuable core humanitarian and post-conflict support in my country, togcther with
technical assistance and capacity-building by facilitating the return of skilled workers and

assistance to refugecs and internally displaced persons, Meudiow Akl ‘f.w v acle "{ m"“‘“_“"‘""“‘““
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The report of the Director General refers to [OM’s wide-ranging expertise and services.
Activities in the reporting period show that the Organization is useful for the governments in

making arrangements for the organized transfer of migrants.

The Orgamzation has proven its flexibility in assisting with the movement of people, helping
States to develop migration infrastructures and assisting regional organizations and facilitating
and promoting the dialogue on migration so that the international community could respond more

comprehensively to migration issues.

Since migration has bccome a major issue in the international agenda it is important that the issue

is scen in the global context, for example, migration has to be linked to development. Despite its



growing magnitude, migration is not yet fully integrated into development policy. In this respect,

we !u:Q looking forward with interest to the forthcoming inter-sessional workshop on Migration

and Development to be held early next year. We would like to commend the leading role of IOM

in bringing migration to the fore of many international fora that has recognized the cross-cutting

nature of migration developments.

Ha Consuliction of Borma T hiackiver,

We welcome/the establishment of the Geneva Migration Group (GMG) and consider the creation

of the Global Commission on Internalion\c:l}Mi\g,rzyx&ifnkgglIYQ/ axnﬂmnmsmnmuw” |'0r~
the growing complexities of migration. Pssociation-of [8M|M—t‘h ILO, UNCTAD, UNHCHR,

and UNHCR could contribute to better understanding of linkages between migration and

development, in other words to better elucidate the development dimension of migration.
Mr. Chairman,

Valuing migration is an important factor in understanding the cooperation between source and

destination countries ensuring economic benefits from the gains of migration for both countries.

The enormous potential of remittances needs to be underscored. Information for migrants to

decide how to allocate and invest their remittances would be useful including incentives such as
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the creation of small and medium-sized businesses/ Returnees could contribute to the local

economy, bringing back innovative ideas and management and technical expertise. We are

convinced that migration holds vast potential tor development and poverty reduction.

A balanced approach to migration, as one of the many facets of globalization, is necessary in
areas such as migration policies, investment, and capacity-building, transfer of technology to
developing countries, labour force issues and remittances, Hence, there is a need for regional,
interregional and international cooperation, including close bac;dmat—rer\ with other intemational

organizations.

Recent years showed growing interest in the Diaspora’s development connection which

concerned remittances but also the changing nature 9( peoples’ movements. Those who migrated
Lconomy
now tended to maintain ties with their countries of origin. We feel there is room for more
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discussion and exchange of experiences in elaborating policies to maximize benefits of this

.

phenomenon on development. [t is important to identify common principles Fur.mg:anoa.amtw

best practices. Capacity building is necessary so that all countries could benefit from the

exchange and sharing of expertise in thﬁ ﬁeld,%ﬁarea in which IOM W am e RE
M, Chauxmats

The Organization has a significant role as the main international forum for discussion on
migration with a view to developing better balanced, more financially beneficial migration and

constitutes a vehicle for raising awareness of migration issues.

At the end, we would like to reiterate our appreciation of IOM’s work in emergency and post-
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conflict situations which is achieving significant results) JMC,QAA.A‘L/V\.‘,_ LA -1 c6wr-4""37

I thank you, Mr. Chairman



