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Mr. Chairman,

Director General,
Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,

Since the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, there have been numerous situations in which the need to control it has
been invoked to restrict access to international protection and to limit the rights of migrants. Reports of refoulement,
rejection at the frontier and denial of access to rescued persons are concerning examples. There is a definite need to
ensure that exceptional measures adopted in situations of emergency are also consistent with international
humanitarian and human rights law. Moreover, the pandemic has affected the ability of States to provide basic services
to migrants, refugees and host communities, often worsening their pre-existing situation of vulnerability.

To this effect, the Sovereign Order of Malta continues its work with affected countries and local partners in order to
improve the living conditions of displaced persons. Our main actions focus on providing medical assistance with a special
emphasis on WASH programmes, as measures and supplies required to attain adequate standards of hygiene are key
tools to contain the propagation of COVID-19 and other diseases. Our international humanitarian relief agency, Malteser
International, carries out many such projects for IDPs, for example in Myanmar’s Kayin State, in the settlements of
Ukiya and Teknaf in Bangladesh, as well as in the eastern provinces of the Democratic Republic of Congo. In North-
eastern Nigeria, assistance to IDPs and host communities also includes psychosocial support for women and girls exposed
to gender-based violence and the launch of income generating activities. In this context cooperation with IOM is ongoing
in several areas such as in Wau’s Masna Collection Centre in South Sudan and assisting migrants and refugees from
Venezuela in Colombia.

These examples illustrate the Order of Malta’s full support for IOM’s work in emergency situations and our unwavering
commitment to human dignity and human rights for all without discrimination. We encourage all States to deploy their
best efforts to alleviate the suffering of displaced populations by protecting migrants and other vulnerable groups from
the effects of the pandemic by means of timely access to health services, vaccines and hygiene-related supplies.

Thank you.
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