
DISPLACEMENT, MIGRATION AND CLIMATE ACTION: PROMOTING 
INNOVATIVE APPROACHES TO PREVENTION, PREPAREDNESS, 

RESPONSE AND SOLUTIONS
D E PA R T M E N T  O F  P E AC E  A N D  D E V E LO P M E N T  C O O R D I N AT I O N



STRATEGIC AND INTEGRATED RESPONSES 

IOM has started in 2022 the roll out of the Migration, Environment and Climate Change Strategy
2021-2030. The right to make informed decisions on mobility in the context of climate change,
environmental degradation and disasters shapes IOM solutions:

1. Solutions for people to move - Managing migration in the context of climate change,
environmental degradation, and disasters due to natural hazards.

2. Solutions for people on the move - Assisting and protecting migrants and displaced persons in
the context of climate change, environmental degradation, and disasters due to natural
hazards.

3. Solutions for people to stay - Making migration a choice by building resilience and addressing
the adverse climatic and environmental drivers that compel people to move.



IMPLICATIONS FOR PREVENTION, PREPAREDNESS 
AND RESPONSE

 Science has unequivocally shown how climate change is 
having profound impacts on human mobility, acting as a risk 
multiplier - convergence of climate risks and conflict 

 Disaster displacement, if not averted by anticipation, and 
addressed through durable and integrated solutions, can have 
devastating cascading impacts in societies

 Migration in the context of climate change can also be 
transformed into an opportunity, allowing populations to 
adapt while living with manageable risks, to undertake 
alternative livelihoods and to move out of harm’s way in time



INTEGRATED SOLUTIONS TO PREVENTION, 
PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE

Integrated solutions are achieved through a broad range of operations spanning migration
management, disaster risk reduction, climate change adaptation, emergency preparedness,
humanitarian responses and development solutions, well connected with early warning and
anticipatory approaches. IOM prioritizes:

• Placing IOM displacement data at the center of early warning and early action

• Locally owned early warning systems to prevent avoidable losses and damages to countries
and communities

• Low cost and community owned solutions reflecting a multidimensional approach to risk

• Connecting migration management with adaptation strategies



LEVERAGING PARTNERSHIP FOR 
INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS

 Leveraging IOM role as coordinator of the UNNM
IOM utilizes its role as the coordinating agency of the UN Network 
for Migration to drive forward a broader agenda on innovative 
approaches to address the impacts of climate change

 Leveraging the IDF
IOM also leverage the Development Fund to drive innovative 
approaches

 Connecting key stakeholders and approaches
IOM views partnerships and community participation and 
engagement as essential to address migration and displacement in 
the context of disasters, climate change and environmental 
degradation.



THE WAY FORWARD

 Strengthening preparedness efforts, including early warning, is a clear step forward to ensure 
that States and communities are equipped to avert and minimize displacement and facilitate 
migration in the context of climate change, environmental degradation and disasters. 

 State level capacity to respond to the escalating scale and intensity of climate induced 
hazards is limited without access to greater levels of concessional financing and cost-effective 
solutions and adaptation strategies for affected populations in climate hotspots.

 IOM will continue to support its membership with the coherent and comprehensive 
implementation of their commitments on human mobility in the context of climate change, 
environmental degradation and disasters, prioritizing the exchange of good practices. 
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